
  

Asylee Women Enterprise (AWE) 
History & Mission 
It was the holiday week between Christmas and New Year, 2010.  A young Afghani woman arrived to the US and 
was seeking asylum.  New to the country, 8 months pregnant and knowing little of the city and services available to 
her, she was on the verge of homelessness. Her plight came to the attention of AWE founder, Molly Corbett.  
Knowing the Benedictine Sisters had space, she called the sisters requesting temporary housing.  The sisters agreed 
and welcomed the young asylum seeker into their home, where she remained for several years as a cherished 
member of the family.  

Recognizing the gap in services available to asylum seekers, who are also unable to work in the initial stages of their 
asylum case and are ineligible for public assistance, she began mobilizing with Catholic Women Religious 
Communities to match their resources and tradition of hospitality to the needs of asylum seekers.  In partnership 
with the Benedictine Sisters of Baltimore, Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart, 
School Sisters of Notre Dame, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill, 
Philadelphia, Sisters of Bon Secours USA, and the Sisters of St. Francis, Philadelphia AWE was born. Many of 
these founding communities continue to offer hospitality today, serve as volunteers and sponsor AWE financially.  
 
In 2016, St. Anthony of Padua with the blessing of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, offered the former St. Anthony 
Convent for AWE’s activities. This generosity has allowed us to significantly expand our program, meet the ever-
increasing need and has placed us in the heart of Baltimore where we are easily accessible by public transportation. 
Without St. Anthony’s and the women’s religious our work wouldn’t be possible. We are forever grateful for their 
leadership in radical hospitality.  
 
Our mission is to journey with asylum seekers and other forced migrants as they begin to heal from torture and 
trauma and build a new life for themselves and their children in Baltimore. 
 

Programs 
 
AWE is the only one-stop shop that provides holistic services to asylum seekers and other forced migrants. AWE is 
the largest provider of housing to asylum seekers in the Mid-Atlantic and offers holistic support for all participants 
including: 1) emergency and transitional housing; 2) English as a Second Language; 3) job readiness and workforce 
development; 4) cultural orientation; 5) case management; 6) linkage to representation in their legal case OR 
provision of private representation through the legal defense fund; 7) medical services on-site through the 
Healthcare for the Homeless mobile clinic; 8) individual and group mental health services on-site through 
Intercultural Counseling Connection; 9) parenting classes; 10) mindfulness activities such as music therapy, creative 
arts, meditation, acupuncture facilitated by volunteers and pro bono practitioners; 11) material assistance (hot lunch, 
clothing, food, baby supplies); 12) opportunities to connect with the larger community and each other. 
 
Additional partnerships with the Asylum Seekers Housing Network, Ignatian Volunteer Corp, Junior League of 
Baltimore, Shepherd Consortium on Poverty, Support the Girls, Share Baby, Costco, Trader Joes and Bombas help 
us further our mission to serve asylum seekers.  Volunteer talent and commitment are the underpinnings of our 
services and programming. Volunteers serve as mentors, teachers and friends. In 2018, our robust cadre of 60 
volunteers donated 5,691 hours.   
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Individuals Served

Individuals Served

10,275 nights of safe shelter provided in 2018 to 48 
asylum seekers, including 18 children 

2,000 pounds of fresh produce distributed & 
500 hot meals served each month 

 

2018: 7,900 participation hours in ESL, job readiness, 
parenting, wellness and computer classes 

2019: Anticipated 14,000 participation hours  

Since 2018, 5 mothers and their 11 children 
have secured representation in their asylum 

case through our Legal Defense Fund 

$260,916 in eviction prevention, prescription assistance, emergency housing 
and other critical financial assistance for asylum seekers since 2016 
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